This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims 



\ 



^ \Claim 1 (original): A method for establishing a tradipg relationship 



between trading partners involved in electronic commerce, t^e^ethod comprising: 
retrieving configuration details associated with/^ potential trading partner 
from a remote site; and 

automatically configuring a trading rej/tionship with the potential trading 
partner using the configuration details. 

Claim 2 (original): A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the retrieving 
comprises addressing a URI/ (universal resource locator) to access the 
configuration details. 

Claim 3 (original): A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
automatically configuring comprises: 

creating a trading partner record; and 

automati9ally populating the trading partner record with the configuration 

details. 

Clafim 4 (original): In an electronic commerce trading system involving 
exchan^s of commerce information over a network, a method comprising: 

collecting configuration details associated with a trading partner 
participating in the commerce trading system; and 



lee^hayes pi 



2- 



lOim ni4 G:\MS1 'O\S05us\MSl-30SUS.M04.doc 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



• 



publishing the configuration details to a Web site. / 

Claim 5 (original): A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the/collecting 
comprises presenting a graphical user interface to enable a user to enter the 
configuration details, / 

Claim 6 (original): A method as recited in claiin/4, wherein the publishing 
comprises posting the configuration details to a URK (universal resource locator) 
at the Web site. / 

Claim 7 (original): A method as reofted in claim 4, wherein the Web site is 
associated with the trading partner. / 

Claim 8 (original): A method for establishing a trading relationship 
between trading partners involved in electronic commerce, the method comprising: 

creating a trading partner record for a potential trading partner; 

retrieving configuration details associated with the potential trading partner 
fi-om a remote site; an/ 

populating the trading partner record with the configuration details retrieved 
from the remote site. 

Claim 9 (original): A method as recited in claim 8, wherein the retrieving 
comprise!s addressing a URL (universal resource locator) to access the 
confii^ration details posted to a Web site. 
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Claim 10 (original): A method for establishing a trading relationship 
between first and second trading partners involved in electronic comrn^ce, the 
method comprising: 

collecting configuration details associated with the first tra^g partner; 

publishing the configuration details to a Web site; 

creating, at the second trading partner, a trading papfoer record for the first 
trading partner; 

retrieving the configuration details associate^ with the first trading partner 
fi"om the Web site; and 

populating the trading partner rec)2(i'd with the configuration details 
associated with the first trading partner. 

■J / 

Claim 11 (original): A n^thod as recited in claim' 10, wherein the 
collecting comprises presenting ^ graphical user interface to enable a user to enter 
the configuration details. 

Claim 12 (origiiml): A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the 
publishing comprisesypublishing the configuration details in XML format. 



Claim l/ (original): A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the 
publishing ciomprises posting the configuration details to a URL (universal 
resource locator) at the Web site. 



Iee@hayes («c 509>324'g256 



4 



1013031314 G:\MSI-m305us\MSJ-305US,M04.doc 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 




Claim 14 (original): A method as recited in claim 13, wherein 
retrieving comprises addressing the URL to access the configuration details, 
to the Web site. 

Claim 15 (original): A system comprising: 
a first computer system at a first trading partner; 
a second computer system at a second trading partner; 
a Web site; 

the first computer system collecting configuration details associated with 
the first trading partner and publish the configuration details to the Web site; and 

the second computer system retrieving the configuration details from the 
Web site and automatically configure yfor a trading relationship with the first 
trading partner using the configuration^details. 



Claim 16 (original): A/system as recited in claim 15, wherein the first 
computer system hosts the W^b site. 



Claim 17 (original): A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the first 
computer system presents a graphical user interface to enable a user to enter the 
configuration detail^ 



Claim /8 (original): A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the first 
computer system posts the configuration details in XML format. 
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Claim 19 (original): A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the first 
computer system posts the configuration details to a URL (universal resource 
locator) at the Web site. / 

Claim 20 (original): A system as recited in claim 19, wh^ein the second 
computer system addresses the URL to access the configuration/ details. 

Claim 21 (original): A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the second 
computer system creates a trading partner record ana automatically populates the 
trading partner record with the configuration details. 

Claim 22 (original): A electronic commerce system, comprising: 

a first component at a first trading partner, the first component collecting 

configuration details associated witl/ the first trading partner and publishing the 

configuration details to a Web site; and 

a second component al/ a second trading partner, the second component 

retrieving the configuraticm details fi:om the Web site and automatically 

configuring a trading r^ationship with the second trading partner using the 

configuration details. / 

Claim 23 (previously amended): A electronic commerce system as recited 
in claim 22, Wnerein the first component presents a graphical user interface to 
enable a use/to enter the configuration details. 
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Claim 24 (previously amended): A electronic commerce system as recitec 
in claim 22, wherein the first component posts the configuration details to a 
(universal resource locator) at the Web site. 

Claim 25 (previously amended): A electronic commerce s^^tem as recited 
in claim 24, wherein the second component addresses the VRL to access the 
configuration details. 

Claim 26 (previously amended): A electronic/commerce system as recited 
in claim 22, wherein the second component creates a trading partner record and 
automatically populates the trading partner recOTd with the configuration details. 



Claim 27 (original): A software architecture for an electronic commerce^ 
system having trading partners that ^hange data over a network, comprising: 

first program code stored cm a computer-readable medium at a first trading 
partner, the first program codeynaving computer-executable instructions that, when 
executed by one or more processors, collect configuration details associated with 
the first trading partner ami publish the configuration details to a Web site; and 

second progran/ code stored on a computer-readable medium at a second 
trading partner, the /econd program code having computer-executable instmctions 
that, when executed by one or more processors, retrieve the configuration details 
fi-om the Web/site and automatically configure a trading relationship with the 
second tradiiig partner using the configuration details. 
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Claim 28 (original): In an electronic commerce trading system involv^g^ 
exchanges of commerce information over a network, a computer-readable rrfedium 
at a computer system participating in the commerce trading sysj^i storing 
computer-executable instructions for: / 

collecting configuration details associated with a toading partner that 
participates in electronic commerce; and / 

publishing the configuration details to a Web siter 

Claim 29 (original): In an electronic c^nmerce trading system involving 
exchanges of commerce information over a network, a computer-readable medium 
at a computer system participating in/the commerce trading system storing 
computer-executable instructions for: / 

creating a trading partner/ record for a potential trading partner that 
participates in electronic commerce; 

retrieving configuraticm details associated with the potential trading partner 
from a Web site; and / 

populating the toading partner record with the configuration details retrieved 
from the Web site. / 

Claim /O (previously added): A method for establishing a trading 
relationshipyoetween trading partners involved in electronic commerce, the method 
comprising: 

retrieving configuration details associated with a first potential trading 
partn/r from a remote site by a second potential trading partner; 
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retrieving configuration details associated with the second potential trading 
partner from a remote site by the first potential trading partner; and / 

automatically configuring a trading relationship with the first/and the 
second potential trading partners using the configuration details. / 

Claim 31 (previously added): A method as recited in jerfaim 30, wherein the 
retrieving comprises addressing a URL (universal resou^e locator) to access the 
configuration details of the first and the second trading partners. 

Claim 32 (previously added): A methoa as recited in claim 30, wherein the 
automatically configuring comprises: / 
creating a trading partner record^ and 

automatically populating th©^ trading partner record with the configuration 
details. / 

Claim 33 (previously added): A method for establishing a trading 
relationship between first and second trading partners involved in electronic 
commerce, the method comprising: 

collecting ^rst and second configuration details associated with the first and 
the second trading partners, respectively; 

publi^ing the first and second configuration details to at least one Web 
site; / 

oreating, at the second trading partner, a trading partner record for the first 
tradirig partner; 
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creating, at the first trading partner, a trading partner record for the sepdnd 
trading partner; 

retrieving the configuration details associated with the first ^ding partner 
from the Web site; 

retrieving the configuration details associated witfe^the second trading 
partner from the Web site; 

populating the trading partner record of the sdcond trading partner with the 
configuration details associated with the first trading partner; and 

populating the trading partner record/^ 3f the first trading partner with the 
configuration details associated with the second trading partner. 

Claim 34 (previously addedj^^^^A^ recited in claim 33, wherein the 

collecting comprises presenting^graphical user interface to enable a user to enter 
the configuration details. / 

Claim 35 (preyously added): A method as recited in claim 33, wherein the 
publishing comprises publishing the configuration details in XML format. 

Claim/36 (previously added): A method as recited in claim 33, wherein the 
publishing/ [comprises publishing the first configuration details at a first Web site 
associated with the first trading partner and the second configuration details at a 
secorra Web site associated with the second trading partner. 
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Claim 37 (previously added): A method as recited in claim 33, wherein the 
publishing comprises posting the configuration details to a URL (ijiiiversal 
resource locator) at the Web site. 

Claim 38 (previously added): A method as recited in d^im 37, wherein the 
retrieving comprises addressing the URL to access the configuration details posted 
to the Web site. 

Claim 39 (previously added): A systenr/omprising: 
10 a first computer system at a first trading partner; 

a second computer system at a secJond trading partner; 

12 the first computer system collecting first configuration details associated 

13 with the first trading partner and^blishing the configuration details to a first Web 

14 site; 

15 the second computer system collecting second configuration details 

16 associated with the second trading partner and publishing the configuration details 

17 to a second Web site; 

18 the first computer system retrieving the second configuration details from 

19 the second Wel/site and automatically configuring for a trading relationship with 

20 the first trading partner using the second configuration details; and 

21 the^ second computer system retrieving the first configuration details from 

22 the first Web site and automatically configuring for a trading relationship with the 

23 1 first trading partner using the first configuration details. 

24 



25 
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